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98           Portland Cement Manufacture

every half-hour, a certain portion of the clinker is drawn
out at the bottom, which causes the whole mass, both in the
calcining and cooling chambers, to sink accordingly ; to take
the place of the clinker that is thus removed, a fresh portion
of the slurry heated by the escaping gases is raked forward

FIG. 16.
into the calcining chamber, the necessary fuel being added
from the eyes E E. It sometimes happens that, owing to
the clinker being slightly overburned and vitrifying too much,
the mass hangs up, and will not drop properly when a portion
is drawn from the bottom; to overcome this difficulty, eyes
are placed at convenient levels at the lower end of the